Congress of the Enited States

TWashington, BL 20515
April 3, 2008
The Honorable David Obey The Honorable Todd Tiahrt
Chairman, Subcommittee on Labor, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education Health and Human Services, and Education
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
2358 Rayburn House Office Building 2441 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Tiahrt:

As your Subcommittee prepares to consider the Fiscal Year 2010 Appropriations Bill for the Department
of Education, we urge you to increase funding for the Reading is Fundamental Inexpensive Book
Distribution Program from $25 million to $28 million. There are currently 1.5 million children waiting to
receive RIF services and with this increase, RIF will be able to serve them and create new programs in
communities with limited or no access to books and literacy resources.

Reading is Fundamental (RIF) is the nation’s oldest and largest children’s literacy organization. In
partnerships with thousands of schools, public agencies, nonprofit organizations, and corporations across
the country, RIF provides millions of underserved children with free books for personal ownership and
reading encouragement from the more than 18,000 locations throughout all fifty states, Washington, D.C.,
Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Over the past four decades, RIF has freely distributed
books to more than 300 million underserved child and been funded by Congress and six Administrations
without interruption since 1975.

With the support of Congress, RIF provided more than 16 million books to 4.5 million of the nation’s
youngest and most at-risk children last year alone. Almost 89 percent of RIF’s 2008 federal funds were
used to purchase books, and RIF volunteers leveraged federal dollars to raise an additional $8.5 million
from local communities to support book ownership.

Increasing RIF’s funding to this level would enable the organization to continue supporting the most
underserved children in every state and territory in the United States and reach out to children currently
on the waiting list. We ask your support for an appropriation of $28 million for the RIF Inexpensive Book
Distribution Program in FY2010.

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and please let us know if you need any additional
information.

ice Johnson Don Young
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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